














Fish &Game Still Fighting Prop 117
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I n this and future newslellers, lve will
pItblish news clips and tories that
graphicall)' illustrate how much work

there is to do on behalfofwildlife. We en­
courage you to submit well-documented an­
ecdotes or short articles that speakfor them­
selves and that can be reprinted in their
entirety.

While reading a news item in the
Redding Record Searchlight regarding a
killed lion, MLF Director Lynn Sadler be­
came suspicious that no necropsy had been
done on the lion. Proposition 117 requires
a necropsy on all lions killed under a dep­
redation permit.

When the original bill that preceded
Prop 117 was being formed, the necropsy
provision was added with the blessing of
the Department of Fish and Game. At the
time, DFG wanted to learn more about
cougar in general.

Further investigation of the recent in­
cident in Redding revealed the following
disclosure from a source close to the situ­
ation, "DFG officials told me they aren't
doing any necropsies. It's too hard, too time
consu ming and too expensi ve."

Suddenly, a few days later, in a Sacra­
mento Bee story written by former DFG flak
Steve Capps, DFG was bemoaning the fact
that Prop 117 never gave them any money
for necropsies. Ironically, DFG never
asked for money for this purpose, either
when the bill was being written or at any
time since. They later whined to a Bay
Area televi ion station that the department
had pent $21,000 on cougar issues. MLF
would point out that is 21,000 out of a
budget of 90 million.

In the Bee article, the Department's lion
guru teve Torres made the bizarre remark
that even the 30 million that Prop 117
provided for habitat for endangered spe­
cies and wildlands and wildlife corridors
could be better spent. We would point out
that without the efforts of MLF volunteers
and others, DFG would not have that fund-

ing to spend at all. Even Torres admits in
the article "the biggest threat large mam­
mal are facing right now is habitat loss."

Basically, the folk at DFG just don't
get it. In 1990, their boss - the people of
California - gave them an altered mis­
sion. The voters said they wanted some of
their assets managed in a different way.
Specifically they wanted mountain lions
managed in a way that did not include tro­

phy hunting.
Amazingly, these seven years later, DFG

is still whining they don't wanna. They are
so mad that they even begrudge the $30
million per year that goes to fight habitat
loss, They are so mad that they even drag
their feet at petforming scientific experi­
ments that would help them better accom­
plish their mission. They even went back
to the voters in 1996 and tried to talk the
public out of their decision.

And when caught not doing their job,
they come up with the lame excuse - af­
ter the fact - that they weren't given any

money to do it.
It is just this type of foot dragging and

sabotage that is leading many states to con­
sider complete reformation of their Fish
and Game depaItments. That seems to be
the only way the voters can tell their em­
ployees what to do and expect it to be done.

We've picked up information off the
NRA's web page that the gun lobby is work­
ing on a State constitutional amendment
that would overturn Prop 117 and many
other wildlife laws (such as CESA) by giv­
ing Fish and Game Commission absolute
authority over all wildlife issues. They cite
a twisted logic that wildlife issues should
be removed from politics and left to the
experts. We remind you that FGC mem­
bers are political appointees with no wild­
life expertise and no biological baclr
ground. Watch future alerts and new lL
ter for information as we receive it.
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Sonoma County DA Brooke Halsey accepts award
from Anti-Poaching Dirertor Caitlin Rivers

('rent photos hr Ste/'(' BroJim/

Founder Bill Yeates confers with Shorr Farr at the

s/)(!11sor:\ rereflt ion

Congressman Sam Farr (/J with Fred Farr
Fellow Mary Akens (cJ. her husband John and

MLF Director Lrnn Sadler Ir)

MLF supporter Mary Shaw. In the tradition of
the founders so honored, old friends joined
new in celebrating California's wildlife heri­
tage. It was a glorious evening of heartfelt
gratitude that left us all newly enthused and
rededicated to protecting California's wildlife.,...

Mary Shaw {lj hosts family andfriends/or 1/

special sponsor's reception

Margaret Owings [cJ receives well-deserved
applause from world-reknowned lion

expert Dr. and Mrs. Maurice Homocker [lj.
herfamily [rJ andfriends.

continuedfrom page
that first remo ed the bounty on mountain

1 carca ses. Senator Fan"s son, Sam Fan',
then presented the first Fred Fan Fellow­
ship to Mary Akens who will be working to
establish the California Legal Advocates for
Wildlife. CLAW is an MLF program to pro­
vide legal support to grassroots organiza­
tions. (See stOly, page 2.)

The gala evening began with guided tours
at the Aquarium and a special sponsors' re­
ception at the stunning home of long-time

Founders' Gala Coordinators Plasha Fielding [lJ
and Darlene Dunham [rJ share a moment of

celebration with Lynn Sadler.
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Ask and you shall receive.
That's a time-tested rule of fundraising.

Wildlife through the eyes of artist GeOl'ge Ostroushko

Artist George Ostroushko, brings to life the wildlife subjects he
points. Skillfully capturing the intense gaze of this Mountain Lion
here for you, in his first limited edition print of 950 entitled,
Winter Solitude.

Visa Mastercard, Oiscaver, American Express
3% will be donated to the Mountain lion Foundation, Sacramenta, California

13l/t x 181/t Published from original mixed media pointing

WINTER SOLITUDE «'Geol'ge Ostl'Oushko

$85.00

1/800-668-8365 (ask for George)

VOLUNTEERS
• Someone to help update our

web page weekly
• Office help in Sacramento
• Artists to do pen-and-ink

sketches of wildlife

McCormick of a Sacramento­
based Internet design finn,
fMC Inlemelworking.

In the next few months, you
will ee some big changes in
our presence on the Internet.

Thanks to all who responded
to last month's requests. Here
i the list of our current needs:

Ifyou wish to donate an item,
please contact Mikey at 916­
442-2666 ext. 10001' e-mail us
at mtnlion@ns.net.

Donations to the Mountain
Lion Foundation are tax de­
ductible to the extent permit­
ted by law.

GIFTS IN KIND
• Kodak carousel autofocus

slide projector (1)
• Point and shoot cameras for

outreach events (3)
• Window air conditioners (3)
• Portable exhibit for confer­

ences
• Membership in other wildlife

societies

/
WISH LIST

I n the last newsletter, we in­
cluded a "wish list" of our
needs around the office, op­

portunities to volunteer and
programs to undenvrite.

Based on that article, we re­
ceived the donation of a slide
projector from Elizabeth Mayer
of Lo Angeles. The projector
will be used by MLF volunteers
to do Southern California pre­
sentation .

Coincidentally, slide shows
have been the topic of discus­
sion around the MLF office,
particularly because our
newly-created Wild California
d ual-proj ector presentati on
had to be canceled at a
fundrai ing dinner at the
Monterey Bay Aquarium, be­
cause of a breakdown in some
rather ancient, borrowed
equipment. The computer that
runs the show croaked -leav­
ing us literally in the dark.

o here's the pitch. For a
donation of 1,000, we will be
able light up the Wild Califor­
nia slide show (we'll even do a
private show in your home ...
what a deal).

In respon e to a pitch for
help with our web page on the
Internet in the last newsletter,
we received an generous offer
from computer expert, Jim

10



Make an MLF Program Possible
Some cynics say that an in­

dividual really can't make
a difference in the environ­

ment.
We don't believe that's true.
The new Mountain Lion

Foundation strategic plan con­
tains not only overall programs,
but also specific projects that
help build the organization and
save mountain lions and other
··'ildlife.

You can make a difference
by helping underwrite one of
these projects with a major gift
(in most cases, MLF, a funder
or a foundation will provide
matching funds, so you need
not contribute the entire
amount listed):

Wildlife Education
• Purchase a multiple­

projector slide show
computer setup and host
education events around
the state ($2,500).

• Study how to expand the
MLF work in wildlife
education in the schools
($15,000).

• Convert our mountain lion
and poaching book to CD
ROM for distribution to
schools ($5,000).

CLAW Legal Program
• First-year start-up to

organize the program
($20,000).

• Pay out-pocket-costs of law
firms providing pro bono
help to small grassroots
wildlife organizations
($1,000).

• Legal interns for one year
($5,000).

• Sponsoring a fundraising
event in February, 1998 in
San Francisco ($1,000).

Anti-Poaching Program
• Update our book on poach­

ing in California ($25,000) .

• Completion of ongoing work
to create and distribute a
practitioner's guide to
enforcing wildlife laws for
wardens, district attorneys
and judges ($25,000).

• Expanding distribution of
MLF-produced anti­
poaching public service
announcements on televi­
sion ($1,000).

Public Policy Research
• Develop public policy

strategies for using Internet
to increase the involvement
of grassroots wildlife groups
in decision-making by state
resource agencies ($5,000).

• Assess the effectiveness of
E-mail to educate state
legislators on wildlife
decisions ($2,500).

• Conduct a study of the ideal
warden force needed to
enforce wildlife laws in
California ($15,000).

Organizational Improvements
• Computer network to

increase our efficiency in
reaching grassroots
members ($5,000)

• Survey of the MLF mem­
bers to assess their priori­
ties and areas of interest
($1,500).

• Software to help us target
our letter-writing and
fundraising to specific
interests of members
($1,000).

• Expand the ability of the
MLF web page on the
Internet to stimulate
involvement by grassroots
activists on state issues
($2,500).
For information on any of

these projects, call Tom Mar­
tens at the MLF office (916­
442-2666, ext. 106).

MLF

• WORKING ASSETS·

Working Assets Long
Distance Donating to MLF

Working Assets, the leading phone company committed ta working for peoce, equality, civil rights and the
environment, has chosen the Mountain Lion Foundation as one of its donation recipient groups for their California
donations pilot program.

Working ossets was established in 1985 to help busy people make a difference in the world. Through their long
distonce, credit cord, paging and online services, they've raised millions of dollors for non-profit groups. They do
this by giving a portion of their customers' monthly payments to orgonizations working for change.

Their Citizen Actions provides additional benefits. Every month their phone bill outlines two important issues that
con be affected by targeted action to acompany or individual. That phone call is free to customers.

To become a Working Assets customer, call 1/800/788-8588.
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Everyone likes to be remembered for something.

That's ju t human nature.

The Mountain Lion Foundation invite those planning

their estates to leave a legacy for mountain lions and other

wildlife.

This can be done in a number of ways:

• By earmarking a donation in your will.

• By naming the foundation as beneficiary of insurance

policies or retirement plans.

• Through donations of appreciated stocks or property.

• With a charitable remainder trust.

• Through a gift that is directed to a specific purpose.

• Or with another planned-giving mechanism.

With highly personalized service, we can help you

through the process - whether it's understanding estate

planning options or by helping solve a tax problem.

For more information, please contact Tom Mar­

tens, Mountain Lion Foundation, Box 1896, Sacra­

mento, CA. 95812 (916-442-2666, ext. 106).

Together, we can create an enduring partnership

for wildlife, a legacy for lions.
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